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The Oak Creek Current is the official magazine of the City of Oak Creek.
This community magazine will provide useful information about the City
and the Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District, with news and feature
stories about the people, businesses, places and events that make Oak
Creek a very special place to live, work and do business. 

The Oak Creek Current will be published four times per year by the City
of Oak Creek and the Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District, with 
additional financial support from MATC-Oak Creek campus, WISPARK
LLC, WiRED Properties and Barrett Lo Visionary Development. The
magazine also receives funding from local advertisers.

We welcome story ideas, content suggestions and advertising inquiries,
but reserve the right to reject or edit content to assure compatibility
with our editorial mission, advertisement criteria and other publication
standards. No paid stories are accepted. Please email all inquiries and 
suggestions to info@oakcreekmagazine.com.

This publication is guided by a professional advisory committee 
comprised of representatives from the City of Oak Creek, the Oak
Creek-Franklin Joint School District, City residents and business owners. 

citY of oak creek
Stephen Scaffidi, Mayor
8040 S. 6th St. • Oak Creek, WI 53154
(414) 766-7000 • oakcreekwi.org

aldermen
Steven Kurkowski • Daniel Bukiewicz • Mark Verhalen
Michael Toman • Ken Gehl • Chris Guzikowski

oak creek-franklin Joint
ScHool diStrict
dr. tim culver, Superintendent
7630 S. 10th St. • Oak Creek, WI 53154
(414) 768-5880 • ocfsd.org

Magazine design/production: Caprile Marketing/Design

The next issue of the Oak Creek Current will publish in late August. 
For information about advertising in futures issues of the magazine, 
please email info@oakcreekmagazine.com or call (414) 962-7002.

on tHe coVer
The signature clock tower on top of the new Oak Creek Civic Center
can be easily recognized within the Drexel Town Square. Read more
about the mixed-use development within the Town Square starting on
page 4. Photography by John O’Hara. 
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Message from Mayor Scaffidi:
Welcome to the New 
Oak Creek Current!
Welcome to the premier issue of Current, our new Oak
Creek magazine, showcasing our exceptional and thriving
community. The Oak Creek Current is a celebration of 
everything that makes the City of Oak Creek special – 
our friendly neighborhoods, award-winning schools, terrific 
businesses, and a unique spirit that sets us apart as an 
attractive place to live, work and play.

Oak Creek is charting an 
exciting path for the future with
new commercial development
sites, beautiful public parks 
and green spaces, and new 
businesses continuing to fuel our
growth. Sit back and enjoy this
premier issue as you learn more
about all the exciting news in our
community and the special
events happening this season.   

We’re excited about the Oak Creek Current and its potential
to share stories about our community and schools – and Oak
Creek’s rich 60+-year history! Your opinions and suggestions
are very important to us as we develop future articles and
features. Please enjoy this premier issue – and we can't wait
to hear from you!

– Mayor Steve

JUNE 2016

Read about the new Emerald Preserve 
on pg. 8) and its beautiful natural habitat
to a variety of animals, birds and insects. 



ISPARK LLC, the real 
estate development 
subsidiary of WEC 
Energy Group, is a 

longstanding partner 
with the City of Oak Creek

and has been working with the 
City to execute some of its major 
development plans. Those plans include
two WISPARK projects – OakView 
Business Park, at the southwest corner
of Oakwood Rd. and Hwy. 38 (Howell
Ave.), and Drexel Town Square (DTS),
at the intersection of Drexel Ave. and
Howell Ave. 

The Drexel Town Square property 
is owned by One West Drexel LLC, 
a WISPARK subsidiary, and is being 
developed through a public/private
partnership of the City and 
WISPARK, the master developer.
Other entities that are part of the 
development team include Zilber
Property Group, Ramboll Environ,
GRAEF, Rinka Chung Architects, 
KM Development Corp. and 
Mid-America Real Estate Group.

Before it was Drexel Town Square,
the site was a manufacturing and 
technology development center, built
in 1957 by Delco Electronics, Oak
Creek’s largest employer. Through 
the years and a number of corporate

changes, it became AC Spark Plug, 
the AC Electronics Division of General
Motors and, finally, Delphi Electronics
& Safety, before the plant was closed in
2008. Part of the plant was demolished
to make room for a Woodman’s 
grocery store in 2007. The rest was
demolished and had been vacant for
three years before the 85-acre property
was acquired in August of 2011 by
WISPARK, a proven developer with
years of experience in transforming
open spaces into business parks. 

The vision for Drexel Town Square,
shared in 2011 by WISPARK LLC and
Oak Creek community leaders, is now
a reality. Drexel Town Square is a place
to call home, a place to shop and dine,
a place to conduct city business, a
place to read and learn, and a place to
enjoy nature. And more.

Today, Drexel Town Square defines
mixed-use development and has 
become a model for other cities to
emulate. In April 2016, the Milwaukee
Business Journal presented its Vision
Award to WISPARK and the City of
Oak Creek, recognizing the success 
of Drexel Town Square.

Among the most outstanding 
features of the site is the City Civic
Center, featuring the new City Hall
and Oak Creek Public Library, that
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WISPARK AND OAK CREEK:
A PRODUCTIVE
PARTNERSHIP

Photography by John O’Hara. 



opened in October 2015. The development
also brought a Main Street to the City,
which it lacked.

Main Street includes two different 
apartment complexes, Emerald Row and
Forge & Flare, which will feature ground-
level retail establishments and restaurants
with well-appointed living spaces on the
upper floors.   

“We’ve created a downtown environment
with a walkable neighborhood,” says Jerry
Franke, WISPARK president. “There are
multiple destinations within Drexel Town
Square that can be accessed on foot,” 
he adds.

Retail tenants include a Meijer grocery,
general merchandise store and fueling 
station, PetSmart, Mattress Firm, Water
Street Brewery, Chick-fil-A, and more to
come. A variety of restaurants will also soon
call Drexel Town Square home including 

Chocolate Factory, Pizza Man, Gigi’s 
Cupcakes, BelAir Cantina and Valentine
Coffee Roasters. 

In addition, yet to be announced are the
tenants that will occupy a 10,300-sq.-ft.,
multi-tenant building that will house 
national Mexican, burger, sandwich and 
yogurt chain restaurants.

Development continues at the site at a
brisk pace. Construction will begin in the
near future for a U.S. Bank, the Froedtert
primary and specialty care health center 
and a 112-room Marriott TownePlace Suites
hotel. The hotel will feature a fitness center

and swimming pool.
On the western border of the site, a 

public green space wetlands park awaits 
visitors. With a 0.7-mile paved walking path
and boardwalks over two retention ponds,
the 20-acre space is a quiet respite and
open for use by all. Visitors to the wetlands
area can view the intricacies of the best
practices for storm water management. 

Importantly, the wetlands area and its
plantings are intended to provide wildlife
habitat for many species including bees
(“pollinators”) as well as the Monarch 
caterpillar that transforms into a beautiful
butterfly. Bees and Monarchs have been 
declining in population in recent years for a
variety of reasons including shrinking habitat
(Monarchs) and disease (honey bees). The
DTS wetland park will do its part to help 
address the problem. 

(continued)
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“Development 
continues at the site 

at a brisk pace.”

citY of oak creek and wiSpark llc
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Three miles south of Drexel Town Square, WISPARK’s other 
development in Oak Creek is the OakView Business Park, a 
220-acre site west of Howell Ave. and south of Oakwood Rd. 
with approximately 19 parcels. Entrances are on Howell Ave. where
Elm Rd. ends, and on Oakwood Rd. near Opus Dr.

Stella and Chewy’s, a manufacturer of premium raw pet food, 
was the first tenant to move into OakView Business Park, relocating
from Muskego, Wis. The company leased a 164,000-sq.-ft.-
manufacturing facility in the second quarter of 2015 and now has
nearly 200 employees at the site. 

“Stella and Chewy’s is our leading, signature company at Oakview
Business Park. It’s a tremendous, first-class company,” says Oak
Creek Mayor Steve Scaffidi.

In September 2015 a bike path was added to connect the 
business park to the Oak Leaf Trail, a popular bike bath that spans
118 miles through Milwaukee County parks and parkways. 

Ad Tech Medical, a producer of electrodes for the surgical 
treatment of epilepsy, is the second tenant at OakView Business
Park where the company leases a 35,000-sq.-ft. manufacturing 
and office building. Relocating from Racine, Wis., Ad Tech Medical
employs about 100 people at the OakView site.

A full-service real estate development company, WISPARK has
earned a  reputation of completing high-quality and complex 
development projects on time and on budget – complemented by
unparalleled customer service. Among its projects are LakeView
Corporate Park, Pleasant Prairie, Wis.; GrandView Business Park,
town of Yorkville in Racine County; and OakView Business Park 
in Oak Creek, Wis. More than 12 million square feet of buildings in
these business parks puts WISPARK in an elite class of developers.

citY of oak creek and wiSpark llc

Oak Creek’s new Civic Center, including 
City Hall and the Oak Creek 

Public Library, opened last fall. 
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“Good People to Know”BWO Insurance Group, LLC, is an independent insurance agency
providing competitive rates and quality coverage to protect your most
valued possessions. With more than 40 insurance carriers to shop
from, we’re your one-stop shop. 

Call us today to find out how we can help with all your insurance
needs. Let us provide you with a no-cost, no-obligation review and
comparison of your insurance. A free quote is only a phone call away
at (414) 768-8100. Proudly serving the Oak Creek community!

Comprehensive Protection. Coverage at a Fair Price.
Auto • Home • Condo • Renters • Boat • Motorcycle • Business • Life/Health/Disability 

bwoinsurance.com
2111 E. Rawson Ave. • Oak Creek • (414) 768-8100 

NOW LEASING FOR AUGUST 1 –
RETAILERS TO OPEN THIS SUMMER!
Luxury Apartments at Drexel Town Square

The new Forge & Flare apartments have 
been designed to lead the Milwaukee market in 
creative design, finishes and level of amenities. 

This is Main Street living at its very best:
BelAir Cantina, Pizza Man and far more are 

right downstairs. Choose from one-, two- and 
three-bedroom homes that include remarkable 
amenities and heated, underground parking.

Discover exceptional living at Forge & Flare 
at Drexel Town Center. Schedule your personal 
apartment tour today! Call (414) 255-3840 or 
email info@forgeandflareapartments.com.

forgeandflareapartments.com
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NEW CITY
PARKS 
ENHANCE
THE 
LANDSCAPE
INTRODUCING
EMERALD 
PRESERVE PARK

citY of oak creek: eMerald preSerVe park

Oak Creek is an 
exciting place to 

be, with many new 
businesses, restaurants

and housing options for our
residents and visitors to choose

from. But did you know that we’ve also
got several wonderful new parks to
enjoy? Adding to the City’s extensive
network of neighborhood parks, these
additions bring some exciting new
recreational opportunities to the 
community.  

welcoMe to 
eMerald preSerVe park
Our new Emerald Preserve wetlands
park, located on 17 acres on the western
side of Drexel Town Square adjacent to
the Civic Center, is beginning to take
shape as summer weather has returned.
Designed to naturally help filter the
storm water that falls on the entire 85-
acre Drexel Town Square development,
the area has been redesigned and
planted with species native to Wisconsin’s
wild wetlands. It features a 0.7 mile 
walking path that incorporates paved
walks with elevated boardwalks that
cross woodland streams and some of
the large ponds in the park. The walking
path is named the Dale Richards Trail,
after the former mayor of Oak Creek,
who still lives in the City, and who
worked on the site when it was home 
to Delco Electronics.

Emerald Preserve has been restored
from an area that was overrun by 
invasive plants, including cattails, with
little habitat value, back to a functional
and beautiful natural area providing 
native Wisconsin habitat to a variety of 
animals, birds and insects. The preserve
includes a restored wetland, a small 

native woodland, and a restored upland
prairie area around the wetland that 
will be home to many native birds 
and butterflies.  

The plants surrounding the trails
were chosen specifically to provide a 
diverse habitat, and to attract and 
support Monarch butterflies that have
been declining in population due to a
reduction in available habitat to support
their life cycle. Monarchs can only lay
their eggs on plants in the milkweed
family. Adult butterflies, as well as
other important pollinators like 
honeybees, require nectar-providing
flowers in order to survive as adults. 

The prairie area includes three 
varieties of milkweed, and many flowering
nectar plants such as Blazing Star,
Aster, Blue Vervain and native 
sunflowers, chosen so there are colorful
blooms from spring all the way through
early autumn. In addition to providing
color, they will help attract many 
beautiful butterflies, as well as birds
such as goldfinches and hummingbirds,
all while supporting the life cycle of 
our pollinating butterflies and native
honeybees. The pollinators are very 
important to the success of food crops,
and providing a habitat helps maintain
their population, while also providing
beauty to Oak Creek residents.  

The park also features three small
floating wetland islands. These islands
are made from a three-dimensional
framework created from recycled 
plastic drinking bottles and injected
with environmentally friendly foam 
so they float. When planted with 
flowers and native grasses, the islands 
essentially replicate natural wetlands.
Plants in the floating island will grow
upward, providing habitat and beauty,

Photography by John O’Hara. 

Photo by Mark Leonard. 
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while the roots grow downward into the
water, pulling out pollutants and improving
water quality. 

The native grasses in the upland prairie
and shallow wetland areas will provide seeds
for many Wisconsin birds. As you walk along
the path, you may see small birds such as
goldfinches and native sparrows clinging to
the waving grasses, plucking seeds from the
tassels at the top. These grasses, as well as
the trees, also provide shelter from the 
wind and sun, and places for the birds to rest
and sleep. Bird and bat houses have been 
installed on posts throughout the preserve,
creating additional habitat for northern
flicker, wood duck, red-winged blackbird,
American robin, and almost any of 
Wisconsin’s seven species of bats.

The wooded areas of the park contain
trees native to Wisconsin such as hickory
that provide food for squirrels and woodland
birds. As you make your way through the
woods, you will see many birds, including
woodpeckers and nuthatches. These birds
eat insects from the trees and, as with so
many ecosystems, each fulfills a different
niche. The different varieties of woodpeckers
eat insects while clinging to the tree with
their heads up, while nuthatches cling with
their heads toward the ground and move
downward along the tree, finding insects in
nooks and crannies the other birds missed.  

When walking, make sure to look for 
the areas where old trees or branches have
fallen near the water. These have been left 
in place intentionally, as fallen trees and
branches are an important part of a 
functioning ecosystem. You may see painted
turtles or other aquatic animals using these
for basking in the sun – a chance to get out
of the water and warm up, as well as allow
their shells to dry and produce nutrients
from the sun’s rays.

There were several key partners for
Emerald Preserve Park. The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, in partnership with the
Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, recognized the importance and
unique opportunity to restore quality 

habitat, and facilitated the permit process, 
as well as contributed a grant toward the
restoration. The floating wetland islands 
in the detention pond were funded in part 
by a $65,000 grant from the Fund for 
Lake Michigan. Native wetland vegetation
was funded in part by a $99,000 Green 
Infrastructure Partnership grant from the
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District
(MMSD), along with additional funding
from MMSD (see the article on pg. 11).

Watch for the next issue of the Current
as we profile our other new parks: Lake Vista
and Mardeand!

“The floating wetland islands in the detention 
pond were funded in part by a $65,000 grant 

from the Fund for Lake Michigan.”
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chris lentz Agency

7071 S. 13th St. • Oak Creek

(414) 768-9494

clentz@amfam.com

call me today for a 

free quote on any of your 

insurance needs!

Insure Carefully, 
Dream Fearlessly

• Home • Auto • BoAt 

• motorcycle • renters 

• condo • life • Business
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citY of oak creek: annoUncinG firSt ikea Store in wiSconSin

n May, the news of Swedish furniture 
giant IKEA’s plan to build a store in 
Oak Creek sent ripples of excitement

through our City and beyond. 
Construction of Wisconsin’s first and 

only IKEA store could begin in the spring 
of 2017,  with a summer 2018 opening. Located on the northwest
corner of Interstate 94 and Drexel Ave., the 295,000-sq.-ft., 
single-story building would provide more than 200,000 existing
Milwaukee-area IKEA customers with their own store, while introducing
its unique shopping experience to others throughout Wisconsin.

Oak Creek’s store will feature nearly 10,000 exclusively designed
home furnishings and accessories, while 50 room settings will 
provide customers with inspiration for their own homes. A supervised
children’s play area and 300-seat restaurant serving Swedish 
specialties will round out the family-friendly IKEA experience.

IKEA is known for respecting nature and minimizing its impact on
the environment. From smart product design and production to the
flat-packing of their goods, sustainability is the cornerstone of their
business. IKEA was the first major retailer to eliminate plastic bags
from the checkout process, and sells only LED bulbs and fixtures.
Oak Creek’s store will be LEED-certified, and may include solar 
energy and electric vehicle (EV) charging stations. 

IKEA’s presence in Oak Creek would provide significant annual
sales and property tax revenue for our City and School District.

With the completion of a Traffic Impact Study (TIA) and necessary
infrastructure improvements, the area around IKEA will appeal to
additional development opportunities. Bringing shoppers from
across Wisconsin and northern Illinois, IKEA becomes a destination
spot, benefiting other area businesses with additional visitors 
and dollars.

The new store will create 250 full- and part-time jobs in our 
community, not including the 500 construction-related jobs it will 
create prior to the store’s opening. IKEA prides itself on competitive
salaries and health benefits for employees working a minimum of 20
hours per week. They have been named to Working Mother’s list of
100 Best Companies for Working Mothers, and have been recognized
among FORTUNE’s ‘100 Best Companies to Work For’ and 
‘Happiest Retailers to Work For.’

“Construction of Wisconsin’s first 
and only IKEA store could begin 

in the spring of 2017, with a 
summer 2018 opening.”

Swedish furniture giant IKEA  plans to 
build a new store  at the corner of 

Interstate 94 and Drexel Ave. in Oak Creek. 
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Grants Add Value  
To City Projects
A significant portion of the funding for the Lake Vista and Drexel
Town Square projects was obtained through state and federal
grants. The chart below details the significant number of grant 
dollars the City has received, and how they have been applied. 
Totaling nearly $10 million dollars, these funds deliver added value
to many City projects. 

One of the most significant examples of this is in the Emerald
Preserve wetlands park in Drexel Town Square. Through the hard
work of City staff, development partners, the State of Wisconsin,
Metropolitan Milwaukee Sewerage District and other agencies, 
innovative features have been added to this new City park. When
completed, Emerald Preserve will receive the runoff from the 
Drexel Town Square development, allowing it to slowly and 
naturally filter downward to replenish the groundwater.

Strategic Plan To Guide City
With our recent community-wide survey now completed, the City 
of Oak Creek will begin a strategic planning process, guiding our
City’s vision for the future. The purpose of creating a strategic plan is
to set goals and develop strategies to achieve objectives identified by
our citizens, city leaders, appointed board and commission members,
and staff. Later this summer, residents will be asked for additional
input into the strategic plan. Please look for the next issue of the Current
magazine, as well as information posted on our website and social
media, to learn how you can be a part of this important civic process.



elcome to Trattoria di Carlo on Howell Ave.
in Oak Creek, where authentic family
recipes, outstanding service and eye-

catching food presentation come together
to provide one of the best Italian dining 

experiences in the area. Chef Carlo Pedone, the
owner, takes great pride in this award-winning restaurant that bears his name. 

As a child growing up in the restaurant business, Chef Carlo
worked alongside his father at the Napoli Restaurant and Pizzeria in 
Burlington, Wis. He eventually decided to branch out on his own
and opened Trattoria di Carlo in 2002. Within a short time, it 
became a popular destination for evening dining, business lunches,
weddings and other events. There’s little wonder why it has earned 
a loyal following of customers who appreciate great food, friendly
service and an inviting, comfortable setting. 

At the core of di Carlo’s extensive menu are authentic Italian
recipes that have been handed down through several generations of
family members, especially Pedone’s grandmother. In the family’s
tradition, “quality ingredients are always a vital part of all of our
menu offerings,” explains Chef Carlo. “To that end, we even grow
some of our own herbs and vegetables.”  

He alluded to a small greenhouse situated behind the parking lot
of the restaurant and additional gardens at his home. For this season

alone, he estimates having put in more than 2,000 plants, some of
which began sprouting in April. 

“There’s nothing better than homegrown eggplant, or tomatoes
that have been freshly picked for our kitchen staff to use in their
cooking,” he shares. “These fresh garden plants add much to the 
authentic flavor of our most popular dishes at Trattoria di Carlo.”  

Perhaps that explains why his customers rave about the Chicken
Marsala, the Pollo Saltimbocco, the Stuffed Peppers (Chef Carlo’s
grandmother’s special recipe) and all of the seafood dishes (fresh
seafood is delivered to the restaurant twice a week). And, according
to Pedone, di Carlo pizza is by far one of the most popular choices.

Fortunately, there are many ways to enjoy the food at Trattoria 
di Carlo. You can choose to dine in the restaurant’s main dining
room, order your meal to go (and pick it up at the special “to-go”
window at the back of the restaurant), or schedule private dining 
for your personal group. 

Those who choose to dine at Trattoria di Carlo often comment 
on the “family feel” that permeates throughout the restaurant.  
According to Business Manager Amy Plennes, both diners and staff
are treated like part of the family. This helps to create an atmosphere
where guests can thoroughly enjoy themselves. “Our long-tenured
staff, some of whom have been with us since day one, are valued and
appreciated, and it shows in their performance,” says Plennes.  
“This truly is a great place to dine and work!”
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Business manager Amy Plennes and owner 
Carlo Pedone show off menu favorites.
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: TRATTORIA DI CARLO

DELICIOUS FOOD,
UNPARALLELED SERVICE



Group seating is available, in both the main dining area and the
private dining room. Plus, di Carlo offers on-the-go or full-service
catering. Whether you are planning a business luncheon, birthday
party, sit-down wedding or a corporate outing or family picnic, 
di Carlo’s staff can provide excellent food, plus take care of other
needs like tents/tables/chairs, floral recommendations, skirting/
linens, and all the staffing. Whatever your choice, special attention 
is paid to every detail.  

Another fascinating 
part of di Carlo’s business is
in-flight catering through
Milwaukee General Mitchell
Field and Chicago O’Hare
International Airport
(among others). For more
than 10 years, the business
has provided in-flight 
catering to charter airlines
and private and corporate

jets. The Milwaukee Bucks, the Colorado Rockies, the Minnesota
Timberwolves and other national sports teams enjoy Trattoria di
Carlo food as much as Oak Creek residents!

Trattoria di Carlo is also deeply invested in the Oak Creek 
community. “We are excited about the City’s growth,” says Chef
Carlo. “Oak Creek is becoming quite the destination and we are
pleased to support our government and schools, including fundraisers
and donated food for special events. It is a great time to be an Oak
Creek business,” he boasts.

So if you are in the mood for delicious Italian food in a comfortable,
well-appointed setting, look no further than Trattoria di Carlo. Be
sure to sign up for their Loyalty Program to receive special benefits.
You are already “part of their family” – and they look forward to 
welcoming you.

Trattoria di Carlo is open for lunch Tuesday through Friday and
dinner Monday through Sunday. Buon Appetito!

trattoria di carlo • 8469 S. Howell ave. • (414) 768-0001 • dicarlopizza.com
Hours: Mon. 3-10 p.m. • tue., wed. and thur. 10:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
fri. 10:30 a.m.-11 p.m. • Sat. 3 p.m.-11 p.m. • Sun. 3-9 p.m.
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Chef Carlo checks on the young seedlings sprouting
in the greenhouse behind the restaurant.
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Oak Creek Library 
Settles Into New Home
It’s hard to believe, but the residents of Oak Creek have been enjoying their new 
Library for more than six months. The Library, located inside the new Civic Center,
offers nearly three times the space of the former building, and increase from
14,800 to 41,847 square feet, and adds a significant number of new features for
the public to use and experience.

aSSortMent of MeetinG rooMS and 
Special featUreS now aVailaBle
The Civic Center has a total of 17 private rooms available for public use, the 
majority of which are in the Library, including seven individual and group study
rooms on both the first and second floors. The children’s department now has public
Internet computers, and four tutor rooms that are available for students to use for
group projects, homework or quiet reading time. Kids now have a dedicated room
for story time, which is left open to the public when not in use for programs. Each
day of the week, Library staff sets up a new passive program in the Story Time
room. Whenever they visit, patrons can enjoy activities such as LEGOS®, board
games, craft projects, or movie showings.

In addition to the quiet seating scattered throughout the second floor, the adult
department now has seven dedicated study rooms of varying sizes. These rooms,
which are available to the public on a first-come, first-served basis, have been 
extremely popular with patrons. Among many other new features, a community
favorite is the new Quiet Reading Room, with its gas fireplace, comfortable seating
and windows overlooking the Town Square.

The Library and City Hall also share several meeting rooms that are located in
the lobby of the new Civic Center, including the multi-purpose room and several
conference rooms. Many of the Civic Center meeting rooms can be reserved for
community use for a nominal fee. For more information on renting rooms in the
Oak Creek Civic Center, call (414) 766-7900 or visit oakcreeklibrary.org.

SUMMer actiVitieS
The Library is a great place to spend those hot summer
days. The Library Summer Reading Club – Ready,
Set, Read – kicks off June 6. We invite everyone –
kids, teens and adults – to sign up at the Library to
track what they read this summer. For every 10 hours
of reading, registrants will receive prizes from local
businesses and earn an entry into our grand prize
drawing to be held at the end of the program. 
Participating in our Summer Reading Club is a great
way to help keep kids engaged in literacy over the
summer and get ready for school in the fall.

In addition to books and DVDs available for check
out, the Library offers a variety of programs and 
activities for patrons of all ages. When not being used
for recreation and Library programs, the kids’ Story
Time room will have crafts, LEGOS® and board
games available for open play.  

The Gaming Room is now open, just in time for
summer vacation. Patrons may reserve the room 
for up to two hours with their Milwaukee County 
library card and enjoy playing one of the Library’s
many Wii or Xbox One games on a giant projection
screen. We’d like to extend a special thanks to the
Friends of the Oak Creek Library for providing the
funds to purchase both the games and the equipment.

The Multi-Purpose room in the lobby of the Civic
Center will be active each Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoon for children’s performance and activity
days, and the Technology Training room on the 
second floor will host a variety of adult computer
classes and the Adult Game Club, held the second
Tuesday of each month from 1-3 p.m.  

More to coMe
Library staff still has plenty of ideas up their sleeves
and are looking forward to rolling out new services,
programs and features in the coming months, including:
• Interactive areas in the children’s department – 

including an illuminated peg board and 60”-interactive
touch screen.

• Installation of a signature art piece to serve as the
entryway into the children’s department.

• Creation of a Digital Media Lab/MakerSpace
To help support these and other future plans and

ideas, please consider supporting the Oak Creek
Public Library Foundation’s Building for Our Future
Campaign. Donations can be made in person, at the
Library or online at supportoclibrary.org.  

liBrarY HoUrS:
Monday-friday 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. • Sunday cloSed

citY of oak creek: liBrarY newS
Ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y b
y J

oh
n O

’H
ar
a. 



JUNE 2016 OAK CREEK CURRENT 15

On Your Mark, 
Get Set, Read!
Summer Programs at Library
The Oak Creek Public Library is offering a 
variety of exciting and fun programs this summer.
We’ve listed some of our favorites here for you to 
review, but be sure to visit the Library website at 
oakcreeklibrary.org for the full list of summer 
programs for children, teens and families. The Oak
Creek Library is a great place to hang out this 
summer with so many ways to enjoy this wonderful
new space!  

please note: When registration is required, call 
the Library at (414) 766-7940 or register online 
at oakcreeklibrary.org.

for cHildren
cHildren’S StorY & craft tiMeS
BaBY and toddler plaYtiMe 
drop in on fridays, June 24, July 1 and 22 
10-11:30 a.m. • for ages birth to 3 
Drop in open play in our Story Time room that will
be filled with age-friendly toys for children to enjoy.
No registration required.
preScHool StorY tiMe
for children ages 3-5 • wednesdays, June 15-July 20
10:30-11:15 a.m. or 1:30-2:15 p.m.
Programs are not scheduled for the week of July 3-9.
This 45-minute program is designed to be a child’s
first school experience, incorporating books, songs
and other early literacy activities, followed by a 
playtime. Children sit independently with Library
staff. registration is required.
cHildren’S world of actiVitieS
for children ages 6-12
thursdays, June 16- July 21 • 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Programs are not scheduled for the week of July 3-9.
The program is designed for grade school children to
engage in hands-on activities ranging from learning
martial arts to creating art projects. registration is 
required. 
forward to fitneSS: read!
June 21 • 1:30-2:30 p.m. • presented by Bob kann
Join the fun as storyteller/magician/juggler and 
Professor of Reading Education, Dr. Bob Kann, 
leads kids on a wild and wonderful sprint to literary, 
physical and planetary health with storytelling, 
juggling, magic and fast-paced, frolicking fun.

Gift of winGS kite MakinG
June 23 • 1:30-2:30 p.m. • presented by Gift of wings Manager kim albrecht
Children will design his or her own kite (to take home) and learn the art of kite flying.
princeSS of MaGic
June 28 • 1:30-2:30 p.m. • presented by Julie Sobanski 
The award-winning magic of Julie Sobanski has been mystifying and entertaining
audiences of ALL ages on TV and throughout the U.S. In a profession dominated by
men, “Magicienne” Sobanski is one of a handful of performing female magicians in
the U.S. Enjoy entertaining magic, music, comedy and audience participation.
rUn like a cHeetaH, Hop like a Hare!
June 30 • 1:30-2:30 p.m. • presented by artist Mary tooley
Cheetahs, hares, hummingbirds, flamingos, fleas, crickets and lizards are among the
record-breaking animals featured. After learning animal facts, children will try to 
run like a cheetah, hop like a hare, flap as fast as a hummingbird, and imitate other
animal actions. The program concludes with a hands-on art project: an origami
cheetah that each child can take home.
reptile and aMpHiBian proGraM
July 19 • 1:30-2:30 p.m. • presented by Schlitz audubon nature center
Students learn about reptiles and amphibians native to Wisconsin. A variety of 
reptiles and amphibians are brought for children to meet up close and personal!
SUMMer readinG wrap-Up partY witH 
HillBillY SillY Science SpectacUlar
July 26 • 1:30-2:30 p.m. • presented by the Hillbilly Silly Science Spectacular
Two zany hillbillies take the stage and present all of their homemade science 
experiments while sharing scientific, educational pointers and training on important
safety issues. The hillbilly scientists will show off homemade cannons, optical 
illusions, volcanoes and more!

citY of oak creek: liBrarY newS
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BUGGY olYMpicS
July 14, 1:30-2:30 p.m. • presented by nature in the parks
Buggy Olympics combines putting on a show, competition and
bugs! Participants will explore the theater process as they perform a
puppet show based on the book, The Bugliest Bug, by Carol Diggory
Shields. Live insects will also be featured.
read to tHe doGS
for children ages 5-10 • June 13-august 2
Mondays, 12-3 p.m. or tuesdays, 5-8 p.m.
Children ages 5-10 will sit with a specially trained service dog (and
dog handler) who will listen to them read in a non-judgmental 
atmosphere. Children may only sign up for one session per week.
registration is required.  
teen lock-in
Students entering grades 7-12 • friday, July 8 •8-11 p.m.
Have fun in the Library after hours! This teen-only event will 
feature movies, video and board games, crafts, and activities. 
Snacks and drinks will be provided. registration is required.
SUper SMaSH BroS. Brawl toUrnaMent (wii)
Students entering grades 7-12 • Saturday, July 30 • 12-3 p.m.
Pick your favorite Nintendo character and get ready to BRAWL in
this fun tourney! All gamers must be familiar with the Wii gaming
system and its controls. registration is required.

for adUltS/faMilieS
SUMMer readinG cHallenGe
June 6-august 6 • all ages: children, teens and adults 
Keep track of the hours you read this summer and you may win a
prize! Register in person at the Library beginning June 6.
Miller and Mike coMedY SHow
June 14 • 1:30-2:30 p.m.
presented by Miller and Mike 
Featuring the talents of former Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey
Circus clowns Miller and Mike, this family comedy show includes
physical comedy, juggling, audience participation, magic and other
random acts of entertainment.  
faMilY StorY tiMe
all ages • June 15-July 20 • wednesdays 6-6:45 p.m.
programs are not scheduled for the week of July 3-July 9
This 45-minute family program is for all ages.  Immerse your child in
an enjoyable, interactive literary experience, followed by a playtime.
No registration required.
adUlt GaMe clUB
June 14, July 12, august 9 • 1-3- p.m. • adults 18+
Drop-in at the Library (and bring your friends) to play a variety of
board and card games. Light refreshments will be provided. Located
in the Technology Training Room. No registration required.
tHe reacH of tHe rain foreSt
July 12, 1:30-2:30 p.m. • presented by kohls wild theatre
Travel to rainforests around the equator with two short plays, “The
Spot of the Jaguar” and “A Climb Through Time,” wrapped together
in a 45-minute presentation. Learn about rainforest habitats, 

predator-prey relationships, benefits of rainforests and what kids can
do from home to conserve these natural treasures. 
liBrarY faMilY BinGo niGHt
for all ages • wednesday, august 17 • 6- 7 p.m.
Play bingo, win non-cash prizes, chat with friends and enjoy light 
refreshments. registration is required.

coMpUter claSSeS at tHe liBrarY
adults 18 and older
registration is required. register online at oakcreeklibrary.org 
or call (414) 766-7900.
intro to Microsoft office 
June 6-29 • Mondays, 6-8 p.m. or wednesdays, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Come to this once-a-week class for a total of four weeks and learn
an introduction to Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Publisher.
downloading and editing pictures
wednesday, July 20 • 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Learn how to download and edit pictures using Microsoft Picture
Manager. This is a one-time session class – participants will learn how
to change the brightness and contrast, to crop and rotate photos,
remove red eye, resize and save/open images.
Basic computer Skills
august 1-24 • Mondays, 6-8 p.m. or wednesdays, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
In this four-week session, participants will learn computer basics, 
Internet basics and Internet search tools, and email basics.

HOGWARTS REUNION 
Sponsored by the oak creek public library 
foundation, inc. • adults 21 and over
friday, July 29 • 8:30-11:30 p.m.
Did you grow up in the Wizarding World of Harry Potter? Gather 
all your robes and rats and wands and join us for a magical evening 
of trivia, costume contests, treats, potions and more! RSVP today!
Tickets are $20 per person before July 15 – $30 after July 15. 
no tickets will be sold at the door. Must be 21 or older (IDs will be
checked). Tickets are non-refundable. MKE beer will be handing 
out Butterbeer, and our famed alum will be able to get their photos
taken and animated (thanks to Bust A Move Slow Motion Video
Booth). The Great Hall’s finest treats will be available. Come 
dressed as your favorite character and win fabulous prizes!
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connecting the oak creek 
Business community

Welcome New Businesses!
It’s an exciting time for Oak Creek with new commercial 
development and new businesses popping up all over the community.
We send a warm welcome to the following new businesses – be sure
to stop by and check them out. Then watch for other businesses on
the horizon – Oak Creek has it all!

all in the family restaurant
1000 E. Rawson Ave • (414) 301-5502
allinthefamilyoakcreek.com
chick-fil-a
150 W. Town Square Way • (414) 571-0048
cfarestaurant.com/drexeltownsquare
connect Hearing
7820 S. Howell Ave. • (414) 215-7944 • connecthearing.com
fotografy by ricki
8668 S. Market Pl. • (414) 499-0457 • fotografybyricki.com
Ge Healthcare
120 W. Opus Dr.
Goodwill Store and donation center
8201 S. Howell Ave. #100 • (414) 563-0134 • amazinggoodwill.com
kwik trip
7880 S. 10th St. • (414) 762-0067 • kwiktrip.com
Maria’s Gift
8624 S. Market Pl. • (414) 379-1226 • mariasgift.net
red wing Shoes
8907 S. Howell Ave. #500 • (414) 301-5800 • redwingshoes.com 
Star nails
6508 S. 27th St. #2 • (414) 304-0990 • starnailsoakcreek.com
therapies for the Ultimate Human Body
8668 S. Market Pl.

plUS, get ready for these new businesses scheduled to open in
the near future!
• BelAir Cantina
• Charcoal Grill
• The Chocolate Factory
• Emerald Row Apartments
• Forge & Flare Apartments
• Forward Dental
• Froedtert  & Medical College

of Wisconsin Health Center
• Gigi’s Cupcakes
• IKEA
• Ly Ly Nails and Spa
• Marriott TownePlace Suites

Hotel

• Martinizing Dry Cleaning
• MOdE Boutique
• Performance Running 

Outfitters
• PetSmart
• Pizza Man
• Roots Salon
• Valentine Coffee Roasters
• Wheaton Franciscan Medical

Group – Oak Creek

Serving businesses that are 
committed to their community!

Join us for our monthly networking breakfasts
and luncheons – and network with other 

business owners. Take advantage of the many
benefits of membership – contact us today!

8580 S. Howell Ave. • Oak Creek, WI 53132
(414) 768-5845

southsuburbanchamber.com
info@southsuburbanchamber.com

CALL US TODAY TO DISCUSS YOUR EVENT!
oak creek coMMUnitY center

8580 S. Howell Ave. • Oak Creek
(414) 768-5840 • info@occenter.com

Planning a Party 
or Special Event?

the oak creek community center features free, on-site parking 
and is fully handicapped accessible.

world-class facilities

• Banquet Hall • Meeting Rooms
• Wireless Internet & AV Equipment

• Full-service Catering 
• Weddings • Birthday Parties 

• Bridal/Baby Showers
• Anniversaries/Reunions 

• Business Meetings
• Special Rates for Non-profit Groups

CHOOSE THE OAK CREEK COMMUNITY CENTER
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featuring pier pups canine dock Jumping, 
dog-related vendors and businesses, and more!

Dog Day at Drexel is the first of many community 
events at Drexel Town Square. We are planning a splashing 

good time with Pier Pups, a unique dock diving venue that caters
to all dogs – from novice to pro jumpers, with an emphasis on 
the “family dog.” Does your dog love to swim and chase a toy 

into the water? Do you love to watch high-flying, 
catching and splashing canines? 

IF SO, THIS FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENT IS JUST FOR YOU!

for more information on pier pups or to pre-register 
your dog for this event, please visit pierpups.com.
For updates on this event and other community events to be 
held at Drexel Town Square, visit the City’s website or 
City of Oak Creek Government page on Facebook.

DOG DAy
a t  d r e x e l

Saturday, July 16 • 9 a.m.-4 p.m.



Join us on Monday, July 4, for the 
annual City of Oak Creek 4th of

July festivities. The day will kick off
with the parade starting at 9 a.m.
at the corner of Groveland Dr.
and Verdev Dr. It will wind its way
through the City and end at the

Legion (see the parade route map
below). Bring the whole family for

games, face painting, bike decorating
and judging, and good food. Fireworks begin

at dusk on the East Middle School grounds.
please note: due to the construction, the parade will assemble

on Groveland dr. between Burrell St. and Verdev dr.

ScHedUle of eVentS
• 8 a.m. Assemble for the parade at Shepard Ave. and Forest 

Hill Ave.
• 9 a.m. Parade starts at Groveland Dr.

• 11 a.m. Free ice cream available after the parade at the Upper 
Legion grounds

• 11:30 a.m. “Pay It Forward To Our Veterans” by the Oak Creek
High School Band at the Upper Legion grounds

• 12 p.m. Events and food at The American Legion Post 434 
(9327 S. Shepard Ave.) including:
– Kids’ games – Face painting – Bike/buggy decorating
– Food and beverages for sale

• 12 p.m. Special performance by D.J. Brian Gottfried at
The American Legion Post until 3 p.m.

• dusk Fireworks at East Middle School (9330 S. Shepard Ave.)
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OAK CREEK 4th OF JULY CELEBRATION
Parade Route Has Changed for 2016



20 OAK CREEK CURRENT JUNE 2016

merald Row, a game-changing luxury 
apartment development, is wrapping up
construction and is on schedule for an 

August 1 move-in date. Developed by 
Barrett Lo Visionary Development (BLVD),

Emerald Row brings a new style of urban luxury
living to Oak Creek and marks a shift to a new and more vibrant
downtown centered on Drexel Town Square, adjacent to beautiful
Emerald Preserve Park. 

Behind this exciting new project is Rick Barrett, the founder and
principal of BLVD. Barrett has been a major player in the redevelopment
of Milwaukee’s downtown for 20 years. To date he has been involved
in the development of more than $50 million in downtown 

condominium projects, and that before even beginning his iconic
The Moderne. This project, a mixed-use retail, condominium and
apartment high-rise, created a new TIF (tax incremental finance)
district, straddled a period of minimal development in the city 
and acted as a catalyst for the proposed Milwaukee Bucks arena 
development. 

Tan Lo, co-founder and partner, is a native of Hong Kong and 
has extensive development background with a focus on ground-up 
development. Lo has been recognized locally as one of Milwaukee’s
most influential business leaders, and was named to the Milwaukee 
Business Journal’s Forty under Forty in 2015. Together, Barrett and Lo
have carved a reputation as award-winning entrepreneurs specializing in
innovative development projects that feature cutting-edge design. 

Barrett lo ViSionarY deVelopMent: eMerald row apartMentS at dreXel town SQUare

E
EMERALD ROW APARTMENTS TO BE
COMPLETED IN AUGUST
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The Emerald Row Apartments
project enhances Drexel Town
Square’s main objective to create a
new residential area where public and
private spaces share equal importance.
By bringing urban qualities to a suburban
setting, Emerald Row has a look and
feel that is reminiscent of a traditional
neighborhood and offers residents
lifestyle amenities and everyday 
conveniences, all within short walking
distance. 

The building itself is elegantly 
designed in a subtly stretched 
V-shape, lined with traditional row
house apartments that sit a half-story
above a lush central boulevard. 
Apartment residents will enjoy a host
of amenities, including underground
parking and an onsite Valentine 
Coffee Roaster of Milwaukee café
facing outward to the town square.  

They are currently signing leases
for 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom apartments
starting at $1 ,100. For more information,
visit emeraldrow.com

Oak Creek Dental Care LLC
Dr. Dan Koester & Dr. Ehsan Saleki

132 E. Drexel Ave. • Oak Creek • (414) 762-9010
oakcreekdentalcare.com

Dentistry Beyond Your Expectations!
At Oak Creek Dental Care, we offer extraordinary care and results for 

each patient. From the moment you arrive in our office, our staff 
provides personal attention to ensure your complete comfort.

And we specialize in high-anxiety patients! Oak Creek Dental Care, 
privately owned and operated, has been serving the community 

for 30 years. Trust us for your complete dental needs for the whole family.
• FILLINGS • CROWNS AND BRIDGES • DENTURES • IMPLANTS • WHITENING

• VENEERS • EXTRACTIONS • ROOT CANAL THERAPY • BONDINGLet us ansform your smile today!
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wired propertieS: forGe & flare apartMentS at dreXel town SQUare

s Oak Creek residents witness the 
reinvention of their city right before 
their very eyes, two of the key features 

simultaneously taking shape are Main Street
in the heart of Drexel Town Square (DTS) 

and the Forge & Flare luxury apartments. The
City of Oak Creek and WISPARK selected WiRED Properties 
and Phelan Development, both based in Milwaukee, to develop the
Main Street buildings. 

According to WiRED President Blair Williams, Forge & Flare 
will be the first two buildings to line Main Street in DTS. The first
building is scheduled for completion in August and the second will
follow in September. When completed, they will offer 33,000 sq.ft.
of mixed-use, ground-floor retail space and 62 remarkable 
apartments upstairs.

“The apartments at Forge & Flare have been designed to lead the
entire Milwaukee market in creative design, finishes and level of
apartment amenities,” says Sean Phelan, owner of Phelan Development.
“With common spaces drawing on historic imagery from the site,
and interior finishes at the very top of the market, we have designed
homes for the way people want to live today.” The community will

feature one-, two- and 3-bedroom apartment homes ranging in size
from 700-1,720 livable sq. ft., and with rents starting at $950 –
including one underground, heated parking space.  

“Every aspect of Forge & Flare will set a new standard for 
apartment living,” says Williams. He alludes not only to the apartments,
but to the retail neighborhood on the ground floor which he 
describes as an unmatched amenity that residents can appreciate
every day. “Just think of it. They will be able to go right downstairs 
to enjoy outstanding local food, drink, shops and more,” he says.  

According to Williams, he and his company believe in the value 
of local brands and local businesses. “They provide an inherent 

“The apartments at Forge & Flare
have been designed to lead the entire
Milwaukee market in creative design,

finishes and level of amenities.”

A
MAIN STREET COMING TO LIFE
Forge & Flare Apartments Designed for Incredible Living
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authenticity that we believe leads to the
community’s long-term success,” he notes.
The list of stores and other businesses at
DTS will include BelAir Cantina, Pizza Man,
The Chocolate Factory, Roots Salon,
MOdE Boutique, Performance Running
Outfitters and others.  

“All of these remarkable places to shop,
to eat and to visit will be right at residents’
fingertips as an added benefit of the Main
Street community,” Williams points out.
“WiRED strongly believes in connecting
people with their surroundings. “We believe
in the importance of making social connections
between people, and of linking people to the
community in which they live,” he says. 

WiRED has a proven record of innovation
and success in other new communities in
greater Milwaukee in recent years. These 
include The Cornerstone and Ravenna
mixed-use developments in Shorewood 
and the Mequon Town Center in Mequon.  

More information about the Forge &
Flare apartments can be found by visiting
forgeandflareapartments.com.

adVertiSe in tHe 
aUGUSt iSSUe of tHe 
oak creek cUrrent

Reserve your ad space today in the August issue 
of the Current mailed to EVERY household 
and business in Oak Creek, with extra copies 
distributed to local advertisers, high-traffic 
locations and area realtors – 17,500 copies! 

call 414.962.7002 or 
email info@oakcreekmagazine.com 

for more information. 



24 OAK CREEK CURRENT JUNE 2016

ilwaukee Area Technical College’s 
Oak Creek Campus is home to more 
than 70 associate degree, technical 

diploma and certificate programs. 
The 34,000-sq.-ft. Center for Energy

Conservation and Advanced  Manufacturing
(ECAM) is an applied technology center on campus that features 
six learning laboratories in these specialty areas: advanced 
manufacturing, manufacturing welding, advanced software, 
energy solutions, HVAC digital controls and HVAC computers.

The HVAC Laboratory is a national training and certifying facility
for Testing Adjusting and Balancing Bureau (TABB) and National
Energy Management Institute (NEMI) contractors and technicians.

The campus houses the college’s protective services programs 
and training facilities for fire, police and emergency medical service 
careers. The campus features its own burn tower for firefighter
training, and a shooting range and shooting simulation rooms for 
law enforcement training.

Numerous business programs and courses are offered at the 
Oak Creek Campus, including accelerated programs geared for
working adults. The Oak Creek Campus is also home to the 

fast-growing Truck Driving training program that launched in 2013.
MATC has hundreds of transfer agreements that make it easy 

to transfer credits to many four-year colleges and universities
throughout the country. Some are course-to-course transfer 
agreements – others will allow complete degree transfer. In many
cases, associate degree graduates can enter other institutions with
junior status.

Annual career exploration events such as the Heavy Metal Tour,
where local high school students learn about MATC’s manufacturing
and construction academic programs and meet with local employers,
and the Girl Scout Career Day, where young women learn about
nontraditional occupations, are hosted at the Oak Creek Campus.

The scenic campus features its own lake, nature walking trail 
and athletic fields that serve as home for MATC men’s soccer and 
baseball teams. 

Committed to enhancing the economic vibrancy of southern
Milwaukee County, campus leaders meet regularly with community
partners, including the City of Oak Creek, Gateway to Milwaukee,
South Shore Chamber of Commerce, South Suburban Chamber of
Commerce and Milwaukee 7.

MilwaUkee area tecHnical colleGe (Matc): oak creek caMpUS

The handsome MATC Oak Creek campus 
features its own lake and walking trail.

M

MATC: TRANSFORMING LIVES, 
INDUSTRY AND COMMUNITY 
AT OAK CREEK CAMPUS
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An MATC education is affordable. The cost for 12 credits a 
semester ranges from $1,731 (associate degree or technical diploma
courses) to $2,275 (four-year college transfer courses).

MATC graduates contribute to the region’s vitality. Ninety-two
percent of MATC graduates live and work in Wisconsin, primarily
in the greater Milwaukee area. Eighty-seven percent of MATC 
graduates are employed or furthering their education within six
months of graduation.  

Matc promise: Making the dream of college a reality
In 2015 College President Vicki J. Martin, Ph.D., announced the
MATC Promise, a program that offers free tuition and fees to 
eligible high school graduates. The first year of the Promise was 
an overwhelming success, with close to 3,000 applicants. 
. Martin recently announced the Promise would be offered to 
current high school juniors, members of the Class of 2017. 

For more information on this opportunity, visit
matc.edu/promise, email matcpromise@matc.edu, or call 
(414) 297-6668. Visit matc.edu

Matc oak creek campus 
6665 S. Howell ave. 
(414) 571-4500 • matc.edu
dr. Mark felsheim-Vice president

The MATC Oak Creek campus offers protective
services programs to prepare for careers in fire,
police and emergency medical service. 

Dr. Mark Felsheim

Local high school students learn about
MATC’s manufacturing and construction
programs at a career exploration event. 

The Center for Energy Conservation and
Advanced Manufacturing (ECAM) on

MATC’s Oak Creek Campus.
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he Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School 
District (OCFJSD) welcomed Dr. Tim 
Culver as superintendent on July 1, 2015.

During his first days as the superintendent,
Dr. Culver focused on getting to know the

School District. After collecting feedback from
various stakeholder groups and spending time in each school, 
Dr. Culver created his Entry Plan. 

In this plan, Dr. Culver identified the many celebrations in which
the stakeholders of Oak Creek-Franklin take significant pride.
Below is an abbreviated excerpt from the “celebrations” portion of
this Entry Plan. You can read Dr. Culver’s full Entry Plan on the 
District website at ocfsd.org.

from Superintendent dr. tim culver
The people of Oak Creek-Franklin care deeply about their schools
and are proud of their students’ accomplishments. Likewise, the 
District’s staff is deeply committed to their students’ growth and 
has the capacity and desire to take a good instructional program 
forward to excellence. Review of stakeholder survey data and 
District performance data helped identify the following
areas in which our stakeholders take great pride: quality educators,
diverse programs, fiscal responsibility and focus on students.  

Quality educators: faculty and Staff
Repeatedly, stakeholders shared the positive impact faculty and staff
have on students – and on one another as colleagues. Parents value

the commitment teachers have toward ensuring that students 
succeed academically as well as personally. Students expressing their
feelings of success have a direct correlation to a personal connection
with their teachers. Teachers verbalized an appreciation for District
efforts to support them in their goal to continue to build and hone
their skills. Support staff understand the value they add to the effort
to educate children. The administrators I have gotten to know are
some of the best with whom I have ever worked.  

amazingly diverse programs: academics, 
co-curricular and extracurricular
From Marching Knights . . . to Knight Construction . . . to FIRST
LEGO League . . . to National Honor Society . . . to the many 
athletics and clubs . . . to hundreds of other opportunities at every
level, Oak Creek-Franklin seems to have a place for every student
to engage in every type of interest. I have rarely seen so many 
opportunities for students to be pro-socially engaged in learning in
and out of the classroom. What a wonderful place to raise a child, 
no matter what his or her interests.

All those who live or work in this community have a vested 
interest in the success of OCFJSD. Our future is our children’s future.  
A newcomer feels that even in the amazing growth and economic
development in the City, value has been placed on ensuring that
schools grow as well. This is reflected in the powerful statement of
a supported referendum last fall to build two new schools (see page
30). That all this support and commitment is evident in a highly 

oak creek-franklin Joint ScHool diStrict
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STAKEHOLDERS TAKE PRIDE IN 
SCHOOL DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Observations from Dr. Tim Culver, OCFJSD Superintendent

ocfsd.org 
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diverse community is an even greater strength. The variety of
cultures, ethnicities, religions and languages in our schools offers
students the opportunity to learn cultural responsiveness and 
appreciation for differences and prepares them to thrive in an
ever-changing global future.

fiscal responsibility
Even though the unique tightness of our revenue limits this 
particular District, OCFJSD has excellent financial stability.
There have been no draconian cuts to programs – and thoughtful
additions have even been made. According to the Wisconsin
Taxpayers Alliance analysis, the 2014-2015 budget was 16%
below the state average spent per student placing the District in
the 10th decile. Yet this does not “feel” like a school district in 
severe financial constraints.

focus on Students
One “learning” developed over these past months was on an
emotional level – realization that I am truly glad I moved and
joined this organization. I knew I wanted to work here, but as I
have interacted with staff and seen schools in action, I have felt
the passionate focus on students one feels when walking into an
Oak Creek-Franklin school. People really and truly care about
our children and youth. Employees are concerned about a lot of
things, but at the heart is doing what is right and best for our 
children.

I have been inspired by this strength and am motivated to 
deeply engage in the work of together moving this School 
District from very good to excellent.

• Authentic Italian cuisine made with
family recipes passed down thru generations

• Favorite Italian appetizers, entrees 
and pasta – and delicious seafood

• Homemade pizza
• Open for lunch and dinner

• Private dining room for special events
• Unparalleled, personal service

• Happy hour Monday-Friday 3-6 p.m.
• Full-service catering

From Our Family
To Your Family!
From Our Family
To Your Family!

8469 S. Howell Ave.  
(414) 768-0001
dicarlopizza.com
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Mon. 3-10 p.m.
Tue., Wed. and Thur. 
10:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

Fri. 10:30 a.m.-11 p.m.
Sat. 3 p.m.-11 p.m.

Sun. 3-9 p.m.

“I have felt the passionate focus on
students one feels when walking into

an Oak Creek-Franklin School.
People really and truly care about our

children and youth.”
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Summer presents many opportunities to enjoy time with family and
friends, appreciate the outdoors and stay active. The Oak Creek-
Franklin Joint School District welcomes the community to use its 
facilities and programs year-round. 

This summer, join us on Saturday mornings through July 30 from
7-11 a.m. for Open Track at the beautiful Oak Creek High School
Knights Community Stadium. Walkers and runners of all abilities 
are welcome on the track. Unfortunately, strollers, dogs and cleated
shoes are not. Open Track is free to the public.

If you are ready to hit the water and can’t get to the beach, join 
us for Open Swim at the Oak Creek High School Pool. Open Swim
is offered Monday-Thursday from 1-3 p.m. through August 4. 
Youth Programs also offer Teen & Adult Lap Swim from 8-9 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday through August 21. At only $2/person at the
door, these offer affordable ways to chill out on a summer day.
Aquatic patrons are asked to enter door #21 on the east side of 
the high school. The pool will be closed the week of July 4.

There are also many camps and clinics for young aspiring athletes
to join this summer. Many of our Oak Creek High School athletic

teams sponsor skills camps in the summer. From the ever-popular,
one-day baseball clinic to week-long camps for basketball, football,
rugby, soccer, tennis and volleyball, we have it covered. 

Our aquatics programming offers lessons for parents with 
children, swimming for safety, teen and adult learn-to-swim, and
recreational competitive swim. Looking for a new way to host a
birthday party? You provide the party favors, we provide the fun!
Summer birthday parties may be held at the pool on Thursdays from 
1-3 p.m. Contact the Youth Programs Office for reservation details. 

Interested in more information on any of these offerings? 
Look for our Summer 2016 camps & clinics
catalog available at each school in 
the District, or at the Oak Creek 
Community Center, City Hall 
and Oak Creek-Franklin Joint 
School District Office. Check us 
out online at ocfsd.org – then click 
on “youth programs” for more 
information. See you this summer!

oak creek-franklin Joint ScHool diStrict

check out 
our SUMMer 

2016 caMpS &
clinicS catalog

at ocfsd.org. 
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Lady Astor Catering • In the Historic Astor Hotel
Downtown Milwaukee • ladyastor.net

To plan your next special event, contact Dave Bowen at 414-283-4808.

Making Memories of aLifetime

WEDDINGS • SPECIAL EVENTS • CATERING 
• Bridal Showers • Rehearsal Dinners • Ceremonies 

• Receptions • Anniversaries • Corporate Events • Fundraisers
• Family Reunions • Graduations • Holiday Parties



REFERENDUM UPDATE:

NEW ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL AND 9th
GRADE CENTER 

TAKE SHAPE
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n the fall of 2014,
residents of the 
Oak Creek-

Franklin Joint
School District 

approved a facilities 
referendum of $59,095,000 to
address student enrollment growth
and facility needs as the next step 
in the District’s Master Plan. Oak
Creek High School, as well as five
of the District’s elementary grade
levels, are currently over student
capacity with additional enrollment
projected in the next five years. 

The referendum authorized the
District to borrow funds not to 
exceed $59,095,000 to construct
a new elementary school for grades
4K-5 on District-owned land 
located at Drexel Ave. and 20th
St. – and a new 9th grade center 
on District-owned land next to the 
existing high school. The 9th grade
center will also include a covered
walkway connecting the new 
building to the main high school. 

Construction started in July
2015 on Forest Ridge Elementary
School. The 80,817-sq.-ft., two-
story elementary school is designed
to serve 525 students in grades 
4K-5. The plan allows for three
classrooms per grade level. Grade
levels are grouped together to 
form three individual learning
neighborhoods. Additional flexible
spaces are incorporated in the
neighborhood design to accommodate
collaboration and to create 
opportunities for future growth. 

In addition, a gym with one main
basketball court and two secondary
basketball hoops will be provided. 
A dedicated cafeteria area will be
serviced by the existing high school
in the form of a warming kitchen.

Site design includes the separation
of parent and bus traffic, as well as
on-site visitor and staff parking.
Hard and soft playground areas 
will be included for both older and
younger children. The project will
be completed by the start of the
2016-2017 school year. 

In January of 2016, construction
began on the 9th grade center 
addition to the high school. The
192,798 sq. ft., two-story 9th grade
center is designed to serve 1,000
students. The floor plans include
basic core academic classrooms 
and additional flexible spaces to 
accommodate collaboration and 
to create opportunities for future
growth. A gym with one main 
basketball court and two secondary
courts including bleachers is 
included in the design. Similar to
the new elementary school, a 
dedicated cafeteria area will be
serviced by the existing high school
in the form of a warming kitchen.
The addition will be connected to
the existing high school by a 
covered walkway. The 9th grade
center will welcome students for
the 2017-2018 school year. 

The District is working with 
Eppstein Uhen Architects and 
VJS Construction Services for all 
architectural design and construction
oversight. According to Cathy
Cramer, District’s director of 
business services, “The District is
committed to ensuring the facilities
meet the needs of our students –
and the architect and construction
team members have partnered with 
us to ensure the projects are well 
managed and meet the budget 
and schedule.”  

The new Forest Ridge Elementary School will be 
completed for the 2016-2017 school year. 

In January 2016, work began on the new 9th grade
center that will connect to the existing high school. 

oak creek-franklin Joint ScHool diStrict
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Oak Creek 
Knights Athletics 
Take Center Stage
Help us acknowledge and celebrate the many 
accomplishments of our Oak Creek-Franklin athletic
teams – GO KNIGHTS!

• Girls Basketball won their 4th straight SEC 
championship and made their second appearance 
in the state tournament in the past 3 years.

• Boys Basketball took 3rd place in the SEC
championship.

• Wrestling won their 3rd straight SEC championship and
sent a school record of 7 individual qualifiers to state. 

• Boys Swim took 4th place in the conference. 

• Cheerleading won the CANAM National 
Championships and won the state championship for 
the 7th time in school history.

• Poms took 10th place at the state competition.  

• Franklin, Muskego, Oak Creek and Whitnall (FMOW) 
co-op girls gymnastics team won state.

• Both boys and girls Varsity Bowling Teams qualified for
the state meet for the first time in school history.

• Powerlifting took 2nd place 
at the state meet. 

Work continues on the new 9th grade center that will welcome students
in the 2017-2018 school year. 



welcoMe to oUr firSt iSSUe of tHe oak creek 
cUrrent!As we celebrate the summer season and all the reasons that
our community is a spectacular place to live, work and play, please take 
note of the many opportunities to engage in fun activities and special
events. Oak Creek is on the move –hop on board and enjoy the ride.
Happy reading!

1 Water Street Brewery is one of Oak Creek’s many new restaurants, with more 
eateries to open soon.  2 Drexel Town Square continues to take shape with the 
addition of the Forge & Flare and Emerald Row Apartments. (Read more about these
luxury apartment homes on pages 20-23.)  3 Get ready for a spectacular fireworks
display as part of Oak Creek’s 4th of July celebration. (Find out more details about
the Monday, July 4 celebration, and a new parade route on page 19.) 4 OakView 
Business Park, located in the southwest part of Oak Creek, is another WISPARK
commercial development. (Read more on page 6.)   5 Summer youth programming 
is available through the Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District. (See page 28 for
more information and visit the School District website at ocfsd.org for the complete
2016 Camps & Clinics catalog.)     6 IKEA has just announced plans to build a
295,000-sq.-ft. store in Oak Creek, the first IKEA store in Wisconsin, to open in 
the summer of 2018. (Read more on page 10.) 

O U T  A N D  A B O U T  I N  T H     
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7 The scenic Oak Creek MATC campus offers a lake and nature trail, plus many beautiful
places to relax, study or meet with friends. (Read more about MATC on page 24.)   
8 Beautiful wood paneling and plenty of natural light are part of the handsome interior 
of the new Oak Creek Civic Center. 

7 8



JUne
• Sat., June 11: Saturday outdoor rummage 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. 
Visit occenter.com for details.
• tue., June 14: preparedness exercise 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
South Milwaukee Municipal Services Building, 2424 S. 15th Ave.  
Volunteers needed for Health Department mass clinic exercise.
Call (414) 766-7950 to register.   
• tue., June 14: Meet the Mayor 4-6 p.m. Civic Center Delphi
Room, 8040 S. 6th St. Mayor Scaffidi conducts an informal 
listening session with residents. 
• Sun., June 19: father’s day pancake Breakfast 9-11 a.m. at 
the Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave.  
Visit occenter.com for details.
• Sat., June 25: Saturday outdoor rummage 8 a.m.-2 p.m.  
at the Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave.  
Visit occenter.com for details.
• wed., June 29: Summer concert Series 7-9 p.m. featuring 
Bella Cain at the Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell
Ave. Visit oakcreekwi.org/communityevents for details.

JUlY
• Mon., July 4: fourth of July celebration 9 a.m.-dark. A parade,
games, food, drinks, fireworks at dusk and much more (see pg. 19).
Visit oakcreekwi.org/communityevents for more information.
• Sat., July 9: Saturday outdoor rummage 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
the Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. 
Visit occenter.com for details.
• tues., July 12: Meet the Mayor 4-6 p.m. Civic Center Delphi
Room, 8040 S. 6th St. Mayor Scaffidi conducts an informal 
listening session with residents. 
• wed., July 13: Summer concert Series 7-9 p.m. featuring the
Doo-Wop Daddies at the Oak Creek Community Center, 8580
S. Howell Ave. Visit oakcreekwi.org/communityevents for details.
• Sat., July 16: dog day at drexel 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Drexel Town
Square. A splashing good time with Pier Pups Canine Dock 
Jumping and more (see pg. 18).
• Sat., July 23: Saturday outdoor rummage, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.  
at the Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave.  
Visit occenter.com for details.
• wed., July 27: Summer concert Series 7-9 p.m. featuring 
The Crisis at the Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. 
Howell Ave. Visit oakcreekwi.org/communityevents for details.

aUGUSt
• tues., aug. 2: national night out 6-8:30 p.m., American 
Legion Grounds, 9327 S. Shepard Ave. An evening of food, 
fun and safety information for the family and the community. 
Fireworks to follow.

• tue., aug. 9: fall partisan primary Visit the election page of 
the City website for all voting information, including sample 
ballots (oakcreekwi.org/your-government/elections/).
• tue., aug. 9: Meet the Mayor 4-6 p.m. Civic Center Delphi
Room, 8040 S. 6th St. Mayor Scaffidi conducts an informal 
listening session with residents. 
• wed., aug. 10: Summer concert Series 6:30-9 p.m. featuring
the OC High School Minor 7ths Jazz Combo and the Rhythm
Kings at the Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. 
Visit oakcreekwi.org/communityevents for details.
• Sat., aug 13: Saturday outdoor rummage, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
the Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. 
Visit occenter.com for details.
• wed., aug. 24: Summer concert Series 7-9 p.m. featuring
Steve Meisner at the Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S.
Howell Ave. Visit oakcreekwi.org/communityevents for details.
• thur., aug. 25: oak creek Varsity football Home Game vs.
Mukwonago 7 p.m. at Knights Stadium, 340 E. Puetz Rd.
• Sat., aug. 27: Saturday outdoor rummage 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at
the Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave.  
Visit occenter.com for details.
• Mon., aug. 29: Matc fall Semester begins Skip the long lines
and register NOW! Registration Office open M, W, F 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,
T & Th 8 a.m.-6 p.m., 6665 S. Howell Ave. Call (414) 571-4500.
• Mon., aug. 29: forest ridge elementary School ribbon 
cutting 5:30 p.m. at South 20th St. and West Drexel Ave.

SepteMBer
• fri., Sept. 2: oak creek Varsity football Home Game 7 p.m.
at  Stadium, 340 E. Puetz Rd.
• fri., Sept. 23: oak creek Varsity football Home Game 
(Homecoming) 7 p.m. at Knights Stadium, 340 E. Puetz Rd.

octoBer
• fri., oct. 7: oak creek Varsity football Home Game 
7 p.m. at Knights Stadium, 340 E. Puetz Rd.

C O M M U N I T Y   C A L E N D A R

34 OAK CREEK CURRENT JUNE 2016



JUNE 2016 OAK CREEK CURRENT 35



citY of oak creek
8040 S. 6th St.
Oak Creek, WI 53154

WELCOME 
TO THE NEW


